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EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

MESSAGE FROM CEO

O n  F e b r u a r y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 2 ,  A S A  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  f i r s t  T e c h  T a l k  s e s s i o n
o n l i n e .  T h e  t o p i c  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  w a s  s e c u r i t y  a n d  h o w  t o  m i n i m i z e
o u t s i d e  s e c u r i t y  t h r e a t s .  A n d y  M c C l u r e ,  o u r  T e c h n i c a l  O u t r e a c h
S p e c i a l i s t ,  l e d  t h e  t e c h  t a l k  s e s s i o n .  

T h e  T e c h  T a l k  d i s c u s s i o n  i n c l u d e d  p a t c h i n g  s o l u t i o n s  a n d  h o w  t h e y
m a y  h e l p  t e c h  d i r e c t o r s  m i t i g a t e  s e c u r i t y  r e l a t e d  i s s u e s .  T h e  T e c h
T a l k  i n c l u d e d  h o w  t o  u s e  t h e  W i n d o w s  S e r v e r  U p d a t e  S e r v i c e  ( W S U S )
a n d  t h e  M i c r o s o f t  S y s t e m  C e n t e r .  A n d y  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  W S U S
r e c e i v e s  W i n d o w s  u p d a t e s  f r o m  M i c r o s o f t  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e s  t h e m  t o  t h e
d e v i c e s  o n  t h e  n e t w o r k .  T h e  M i c r o s o f t  S y s t e m s  C e n t e r  w o r k s  w i t h  t h e
W S U S  a n d  u t i l i z e s  t h e  S y s t e m s  C e n t e r  C o n f i g u r a t i o n  M a n a g e r  t o
d o w n l o a d  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  M i c r o s o f t  u p d a t e s .  T h i r d  P a r t y  A p p l i c a t i o n
u p d a t e s  w e r e  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  T e c h  T a l k .  
                               
 T i m e  w a s  a l l o t t e d  a t  t h e

e n d  o f  t h e  s e s s i o n  f o r  
a t t e n d e e s  t o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  t o p i c .  
S e v e r a l  A S A  e m p l o y e e s  
w e r e  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d
a v a i l a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e
a n s w e r s  t o  t h e i r  
q u e s t i o n s .

O u r  f i r s t  T e c h  T a l k  w a s  
a  s u c c e s s  a n d  w e  l o o k
f o r w a r d  t o  h o s t i n g  t h e m  o n  a  q u a r t e r l y  b a s i s .

W e  w i l l  h o s t  t h e  n e x t  T e c h  T a l k  o n  A p r i l  2 0 , 2 0 2 2
f r o m  1 2 : 3 0 - 1 : 3 0 p m .  A S A  s t a f f  w i l l  d i s c u s s  o u r
S e c u r i t y  O p e r a t i o n s  C e n t e r  ( S O C )  a n d  h o w  S O C
s e r v i c e s  b e n e f i t  y o u r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t .  I f  y o u
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t e n d  o u r
T e c h  T a l k  S e s s i o n s ,  p l e a s e  s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o
n e w s l e t t e r @ a s c . e d u .
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FY2021 CONSORTIUM E-
RATE ANNOUNCEMENT
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM THE ASA STAFF!

ASA filed 181 Consortium E-rate Applications for Funding Year 2022, in March, for 660 sites,
which consisted of 476 K12 school sites and 184 public libraries. This filing for Category One
services will save the schools and libraries over $19.3M for Managed Internet Access and
Managed WAN Services for the upcoming funding year. We are so thankful to all the school
districts and libraries that assisted ASA in filing our E-rate applications before the closing
of the filing window on Tuesday, March 22nd. In the next few weeks, ASA will contact each
of these schools and libraries in order to collect the Form 479 and CIPA Agreement for
Funding Year 2022.

 

E-RATE CORNER
Nichole Gipson

Client Services Director

FY2022 E-RATE CONSORTIUM APPLICATIONS FILED

A L S D E  A N D  A S C T E  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  V I S I T
T H E  S E C U R I T Y  O P E R A T I O N S  C E N T E R

A S A  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  t o u r  o f  t h e  S e c u r i t y  O p e r a t i o n s  C e n t e r  t o
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  A l a b a m a  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  A l a b a m a  S c h o o l  o f
C y b e r  T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  E n g i n e e r i n g .  D r .  M a c k e y  ( A L S D E ) ,  A n n a  M o r r i s ( A L S D E ) ,  D r .  R e y n o l d s
( A L S D E ) ,  M a t t  M a s s e y  ( A S C T E ) ,  a n d  A S A  e m p l o y e e s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  p i c t u r e s  b e l o w .
T h a n k  y o u  A L S D E  a n d  A S C T E  f o r  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  S O C .  

L-R: C. Maylin, D. Wallace, Dr. Mackey, M. Massey, E. Dorr L-R: D. Ducote, Dr. Mackey, M. Massey, E. Dorr, A. Morris, 
Dr. Reynolds,  D. Wallace
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.  

Kesha Standberry
Accountant/Personnel

Specialist

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT - KESHA STANDBERRY
 How long have you worked for ASA? 1.

      8 years
  2. How long have you worked for the State of Alabama?
      May 2022 will make 22 years.
  3. What do you like most about working for ASA?
      The people and my job.
  4. What advice do you give to new employees?
      Expect the unexpected. This experience could feel like
      a job or a family, it all depends on you.
  5. What is on your bucket "to do" list?
      Travel to Dubai, Paris, and Hawaii
  7. What are your hobbies?
      Traveling and spending time with my family.
  8. What three words would you use to describe       
      yourself?
      Selfless, Empathetic, & Loving.
  9. What is your favorite quote?
      "Live freely, love deeply, and laugh often" 

W e l c o m e  t o  A S A  K e a m b r i a !

A S A  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  r e c e n t  h i r i n g  o f  K e a m b r i a
E v a n s  a s  a  S t a f f  A c c o u n t a n t  i n  o u r  A c c o u n t i n g  D e p a r t m e n t .
K e a m b r i a  c a m e  t o  w o r k  f o r  A S A  i n  D e c e m b e r  o f  2 0 2 1 .  S h e
p r e v i o u s l y  w o r k e d  a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a b a m a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f
F o r e n s i c  S c i e n c e s  a n d  h a s  o v e r  s e v e n t e e n  
y e a r s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  A c c o u n t i n g .  
S h e  g r a d u a t e d  f r o m  S o u t h e r n  N e w  
H a m p s h i r e  U n i v e r s i t y  w i t h  a  M a s t e r s  
d e g r e e  i n  A c c o u n t i n g .  

W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  A S A  t e a m  K e a m b r i a !
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As I work alongside educational leaders, clients, legislators, and stakeholders, I
am reminded each day of the importance of technology and the need to stay
abreast of these changing times. As the last half of this fiscal year begins, ASA
continues to make its mark on technology in the state of Alabama, with success
in the areas of internet access, cybersecurity, high performance computing, and
software development.

Alabama’s legislative session recently ended with much attention given to
funding improvements in education, expanding technology, and closing the
homework gap. I am happy for ASA to be an integral part of the expansion of
Broadband throughout Alabama, knowing that this will further improve upon
education in our State. With the help of the Legislature and Federal E-rate
funding, ASA is able to meet the internet access needs of our clients, with
minimum cost to them. 
    
With technology being such a vital resource for everyone, whether you are a
student, educator, member of the workforce, or a retiree, I encourage you to
take advantage of ASA’s services to advance education through technology.  I
am excited about the opportunities that lie ahead for ASA

Best regards,

                                                     
  

A p r i l  T e c h  T a l k :
A p r i l  2 0 , 2 0 2 2  f r o m  1 2 : 3 0 - 1 : 3 0 p m .  
S e c u r i t y  O p e r a t i o n s  C e n t e r  ( S O C ) ;

A n  i n - d e p t h  l o o k  a t  h o w  A S A  u s e s  t h e
 l a t e s t  s e c u r i t y  t e c h n o l o g y  t o  p r o t e c t  y o u r

d i s t r i c t  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h r e a t s .
I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o

a t t e n d  o u r  T e c h  T a l k  S e s s i o n s ,  p l e a s e  s e n d  a n
e m a i l  t o  n e w s l e t t e r @ a s c . e d u .
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FROM THE CEO 

D e b r a  W a l l a c e ,  C E O


